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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  thQ 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  ©F  HEALTH 

for  tlie 

UHBA^  OiSTRiCT  OF  SEOGLEY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1957  for  your  perusal  and  consideration. 

The  Vital  Statistics  have  this  year  again  shown  a  favourable 
trend.  The  population  increased  to  a  figure  of  24,650  ;  the  death 
rate  has  declined  to  24.01  and  the  birth  rate  has  increased  steeply 
to  15.62  which  is  well  reflected  in  the  steeply  ascending  graph  line 
since  1955.  With  the  steep  increase  in  births  the  Infantile  Mortality 
has  shown  a  corresponding  increase  to  a  rate  of  46.75  per  1,000 
Live  Births.  Of  the  18  Infantile  Deaths  nine  occurred  in  the 
neonatal  period  and  seven  of  these  were  due  to  accidents  of  birth, 
prematurity  and  congenital  abnormalities.  Of  the  remaining  nine 
Infantile  Deaths  four  were  due  to  congenital  abnormality. 

Infectious  Diseases  have  on  the  whole  been  well  under  control 
with  a  total  of  388  notifications  of  which  336  were  Measles  noti¬ 
fications.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  incidence  of  Influenza  the  position 
was  not  alarming.  The  epidemic  started  in  the  Urban  District 
early  in  September  1957  and  conditions  returned  to  normal  by  the 
end  of  October.  During  this  period  only  two  deaths  of  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  were  recorded.  According  to  available  figures  the 
disease  spread  fairly  evenly  throughout  the  Junior,  Senior  and 
Infant  Departments  of  the  schools  starting  in  the  Robert  Street 
School  and  gradually  involving  all  the  schools.  The  disease  is  not 
notifiable  and  the  actual  incidence  could  not  be  assessed  as  the 
National  Insurance  Offices  do  not  keep  separate  claim  registers 
for  particular  districts,  a  matter  to  which  attention  was  drawn 
in  the  Congress  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  held  in  Eastbourne 
in  April  1958.  Every  year  a  small  proportion  of  deaths,  especially 
in  aged  people,  are  due  to  Influenza,  but  during  the  actual  epidemic 
only  two  such  deaths  were  recorded. 
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During  the  year  three  cases  of  Dysentery  were  seen,  two  of 
which  had  been  notihed.  Specimens  taken  proved  negative  in 
two  of  the  three  cases  while  the  third  case  proved  to  be  a  Salmonella 
infection. 

The  picture  for  Tuberculosis  has  been  most  encouraging  in 
spite  of  a  steady  increase  in  population.  Both  the  notifications 
and  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  declined.  Both  reached 
their  lowest  levels  since  the  year  1939.  The  level  of  non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  since  1953  has  always  been  extremely  low  and  during 
the  year  one  notification  and  one  death  were  recorded. 

Tuberculosis  Rehousing  has  proceeded  evenly  during  the  year 
and  in  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956  I  have  pointed  out  that 
a  certain  flexibility  is  required  in  the  points  system  for  other  types 
of  serious  disease.  The  same  applies  for  people  suffering  from 
serious  disease  or  disability  living  in  future  Clearance  Areas.  It 
is  at  once  obvious  that  the  more  serious  the  nature  of  the  disease 
the  more  consideration  such  applicants  should  receive  and  not 
simply  be  classed  under  a  rigid  points  scheme  or  be  asked  to  remain 
in  unfavourable  environmiental  conditions  until  the  Clearance  Areas 
are  dealt  with.  Individual  consideration  of  such  cases  is  always 
the  procedure  to  be  recommended. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  Smoke  Control  Areas 
which  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  appropriate  section  of  the 
Report. 

The  Water  supply  in  the  Urban  District  has  been  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  in  quantity  and  the  design  of  the  first  stage 
in  the  development  of  the  Lower  Gornal  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to 
deal  with  approximately  900,000  gallons  per  day  was  completed 
during  the  year.  The  progress  made  has  been  outlined  by  the 
Surveyor  in  his  contribution  to  the  Report. 

In  this  section  the  Surveyor  has  also  mentioned  that  interm.ents 
in  the  Municipal  Cemetery  so  far  have  been  few  due  to  available 
space  in  Church  and  Chapel  Graveyards  and  possibly  due  to  the 
increasing  popularity  of  Cremation.  Tenders  for  the  construction 
of  the  Crematorium  Building  were  obtained  during  the  year  and  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  the  acceptance  of  the  lowest  tender  is 
awaited. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  the  clearance  of 
unfit  property  in  Clearance  Areas  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  111 
properties  with  346  occupants  had  been  taken  under  Clearance 
procedure. 
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We  regret  that  during  the  3/ear  Mr.  Anderson  was  absent  due 
to  illness  for  a  considerable  time  for  which  reason  a  slowing  down 
in  the  work  of  his  section  in  the  Health  Department  became 
inevitable.  We  are  therefore  glad  to  welcome  him  back  and  are 
confident  that  he  will  resume  his  duties  with  the  same  confidence 
and  inspiration  as  before. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  C.  J.  FALKMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

July  1958 
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STATISTICAL  SUfiMARY  1957. 

Area  :  3,830  acres. 

Population  :  24,650. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  :  7,407. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  :  £822. 

Rateable  Value  :  £207,090. 

General  Rate  :  18/-. 

Birth  Rate  :  15.62.  England  and  Wales  :  16.1. 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  ten  previous  years  :  14.82  (Sedgley). 

Death  Rate  :  24.01.  England  and  Wales  :  11.5. 

Average  Death  Rate  for  ten  previous  years  :  18.2  (Sedgley). 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Births  :  46.753. 

England  and  Wales  :  23.0. 

Average  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  ten  previous  years  :  36.1 

(Sedgley). 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  :  2. 
from  other  Tuberculosis  :  1. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  :  .081. 
from  other  Tuberculosis  :  .041. 

Average  death  rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  ten  previous 
years  :  .292  (Sedgley). 

Average  death  rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  ten  previous 
years  :  .03  (Sedgley). 

The  numbers  of  deaths  and  death  rates  per  million  population  for 
England  and  Wales  during  the  year  1957  are  as  follows  : — 

NUMBERS  RATE 

Males  Fe-  Per-  Males  Fe-  Per- 
males  sons  males  sons 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  3,151  1,099  4,250  146  47  95 

Other  Tuberculosis  .  .  264  270  534  12  12  12 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

TOTAL.  M.  F.  Birth  Rate 
Live  Births  . .  . .  385  205  180  15.62 

Legitimate  . .  . .  378  198  180 

Illegitimate  . .  7  7  — 

Stillbirths  :  Total  11.  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  27.77 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth  :  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  (18)  .  .  . .  46.753 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live 

Births  (17)  .  44.973 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitim.ate  Live 

Births  (1) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  142.85 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  65 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  — 


Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
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CAUSES  ©F  OEATM  THE  YEAR  1957. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . . 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza  .  . 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  . 

All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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AGE-GROUPS  and  LOCALITY-DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Pneumonia  .  . 

Dysentery  .  . 

Meningococcal 
Infection  .  . 
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i^FACTILE  WiQRTAUTY  1957. 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death. 
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Infantile  Death  Rate  : — 

Sedgley  Proper  :  33.76. 

Total  Infantile  Death  Rate  :  46.753. 


OPHTHALffdA 

No  case  of  the  disease  was  notified  in  the  Sedgley  Urban 
District  during  the  3^ear. 
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HEALTH  SERVBOES. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  office  in  virtue  of  a  joint 
appointment  by  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council,  the  Tettenhall 
Urban  District  Council  and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 
Of  his  time  5/llths  is  devoted  to  the  Sedgley  Urban  District, 
2/llths  to  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District  and  4/Iiths  to  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  County  Council.  As  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  he  is 
in  charge  of  School  Medical  Inspections,  School  Clinics,  Minor 
Ailment  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  He 
further  deals  with  examinations  under  the  Children  and  Young 
Persons  Act,  1933,  Ascertainment  of  Handicapped  Pupils  and 
Medical  Examinations  of  Entrants  to  the  Teaching  Profession, 
In  addition  to  the  General  Public  Health  duties  for  the  Urban 
Districts  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  examines  Applicants 
for  Superannuation  purposes. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is  also  a  qualified  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector  is  a  full  time  officer  appointed  solely  by  the 
Local  Authority.  His  duties  are  concerned  with  General  Sanitation 
and  Food  Hygiene,  Housing  and  Re-housing,  Demolition  and  Slum 
Clearance,  Improvement  Grants  and  the  issuing  of  Certificates  of 
Disrepair.  He  further  deals  with  Meat  Inspection,  Public  Cleansing, 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts,  and  acts  as  Rodent  Officer, 
Welfare  Officer  in  Civil  Defence,  and  as  Inspector  of  Taxi  Cabs. 
In  these  duties  he  is  assisted  by  tv/o  additional  Health  Inspectors. 

All  the  functions  of  the  Health  Department  are  discharged 
under  the  general  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  according  to  Section  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside 
London)  Regulations,  1935. 

Public  Health  and  Sanitary  matters  are  brought  forward  in 
the  Public  Health  Couimittee,  while  Housing  and  Rehousing 
matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  Housing  Committee  and  the  Housing 
(Tenancies)  Committee.  These  three  Committees  meet  once 
monthly. 

Three  Health  Visitors  under  the  direction  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  cover  the  areas  in  Goldthorn  Park,  Sedgley,  Copper 
Gonial  and  Lower  Gornal.  Since  the  inception  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  Health 
Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health 
Authority  and  the  following  services  have  therefore  beccme  a 
County  Council  responsibility  : — 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 


3.  Health  Visiting. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

5.  ^’accination  and  Immunisation. 

6.  Ambulance  Services. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness  ;  Care  and  After-Care. 

8.  Domestic  Hein  Service. 

X 

0.  Duties  concerned  with  Lunacy  and  Mental  Health. 
iO.  Provision  of  Health  Centres. 

No  Health  Centres  are  in  existence  in  the  Sedgley  Urban 
District  but  negotiations  have  continued  for  some  timie  v/ith  the 
Local  Health  Authority  regarding  future  sites  and  the  construction 
of  such  centres. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SEKViCES. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and 
Orthopaeuic  Clinics.  The  various  9-ge  groups  are  examined 
periodically  and  Irom  the  School  Inspections  referred  to  these 
Clinics  or  to  the  General  Practitioner  if  so  required. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  is  provided  for  cases  of  under-nutrition  or 
under-development.  In  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  if  deemed 
necessar}/,  special  steps  are  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  School 
Authorhies  to  exclude  scholars,  who  have  been  in  contact  with 
such  disease.  Protective  measures,  immunisation  and  isolation 
are  fur tiici  more  *under  the  diiection  of  the  Health  Department 

The  School,  Dental,  E.N.T.  and  Eye  Clinics  provided  in  the 
Urban  District  are  given  in  a  separate  table  together  with  sessions 
for  Speech  Therapy  and  Physiotherapy. 


IVIATEeNITY  A^D  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  maintains  Ante-Natal  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Sedgley,  Upper  Gornal  and  Lower 
Gornal  areas.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  in  addition 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  their  own  Hospitals  and  Departments  in  the 
Wolverhampton,  Dudley  and  Birmingham  areas  which  are  easily 
accessible  to  the  population  of  the  Urban  District. 
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The  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  which  forms  part  of 
the  Burton  Road  Hospital,  and  Wordsley  Hospital,  are  under  the 
administration  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  They  provide 
accommodation  for  cases  referred  or  booked  from  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  or  by  General  Practitioners.  Cases  wishing  to  remain 
at  home  are  delivered  by  the  County  Midwives,  who,  if  so  required, 
can  call  for  the  obstetric  assistance  of  a  General  Practitioner. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  deformed,  mentally  sub-normal  and  handicapped 
children.  These  cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical  Inspections 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  or  referred  by  General  Practitioners. 
Illegitimate,  homeless  and  neglected  children  are  provided  for  in 
the  Nurseries,  Children's  Homes  and  Remand  Homes  of  the  County. 


HAJlQfiAL  ASSiSTA^TSE  ACT,  IMS. 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance 
Services  ceased  and  were  taken  over  by  the  National  Assistance 
Board  under  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  The  functions 
of  the  Relieving  Officers  have  therefore  been  discontinued  and 
replaced  by  the  Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board.  The 
National  Assistance  Board  holds  no  office  in  the  Sedgley  Urban 
District. 

As  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  now 
medically  insured,  the  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of 
necessitous  cases  has  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical 
Practitioners  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Other  classes 
of  necessitous  cases,  such  as  homeless,  abandoned  or  neglected 
individuals,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Welfare  Authorities. 

i^FE€IiOyS  DISEASES. 

Hospital  treatment  for  cases  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease 
and  in  need  of  such  treatment  is  provided  in  Moxley  Hospital  and 
the  Stallings  Lane  Hospital.  Hospital  admissions  and  discharges 
from  and  to  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  are  notified  to  the  Sedgley 
Health  Department.  These  hospitals  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Birmingham  Hospital  Board. 

TUBERGULOSSS. 

Institutions  are  maintained  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  No 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  operated  in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District. 
The  visiting  of  Tuberculous  patients  with  their  care  and  after-care 
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is  under  the  administration  of  the  County  Council.  Dispensaries 
are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Vv  olverhampton  and  several  sanatoria 
are  available. 


S^ALL-POX. 

Cases  of  suspected  Small-pox  are  notified  to  the  Small-pox 
Consultant  in  cases  of  doubt  who  then  takes  further  charge  of  the 
disposal  of  the  case.  Local  protective  and  preventive  measures 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 


VA0€i^ATiON  Am  l^lliyNiSATiOPI. 

The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a  Vaccination  Centre 
in  Sedgley,  but  arrangements  can  be  miade  with  the  Medical 
Practitioner  by  those  who  wish  themselves  or  their  children 
vaccinated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  is  undertaken  in  the  Child  Welfare  and 
School  Clinics,  while  special  Immunisation  Sessions  in  Schools 
provide  for  an  increase  in  the  immunity  of  the  child  population. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Area  Office  in  Brierley 
Hill  to  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  through  the  Sedgley  Public 
Health  Department  to  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  Urban 
District.  Vaccination  Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  in  Stafford.  The  administration  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis  Vaccination  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Area  Office  at  Brierley 
Hill. 


ASVIBULA^iOES. 

The  Ambulance  Services  are  operated  by  the  County  Council. 
Transport  for  the  Sedgley  population  is  directed  and  operated  from 
the  Coseley  Ambulance  Centre.  For  Infectious  Diseases  the 
Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


LABORATORY  FAeiLITIES. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  Stafford. 
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CXINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

1.  The  Quadrant,  Sedgley— 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 

Wednesday  afternoon  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC 

Wednesday  morning  fortnightly. 

SPEECH  THERAPY 

Tuesday  all  day  weekly. 

DENTAL  CLINIC 

Saturday  morning  weekly. 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 

Friday  afternoon  weekly. 

2-  Bleakhouse,  ligiper  Oarnai— 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 
Tuesday  afternoon  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC 

Tuesday  morning  weekly. 

EYE  CLINIC 
Periodically. 

E.N.T.  CLINIC 
Periodically. 

3.  Lower  Gornal. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 
Friday  afternoon  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

The  days  and  times  at  which  Clinics  are  held  are  liable  to 

alteration  from  year  to  year. 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Accompanied  by  Mr.  Anderson,  I  inspected  seven  food 
businesses  during  the  months  of  January  and  February.  Four 
of  the  food  premises  which  were  visited  fell  short  of  the  requirements 
of  the  Regulations  and  appropriate  recommendations  were  made 
to  the  proprietors. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  Section  25  of  the  Food 
Hyg  iene  Regulations,  1955,  which  deals  with  temperature  at 
which  certain  foods  are  to  be  kept  and  applies  to  all  food  consisting 
of  meat  (including  game  and  poultry),  fish,  gravy,  imitation  cream, 
or  prepared  from  or  containing  any  of  these  substances  or  any  egg 
or  milk.  In  butchers’  shops  this  would  apply  mainly  to  meat  and 
pork  pies  or  made  up  meats  which  are  not  boiled  or  fried  before 
consumption.  Progressive  butchers  have  installed  refrigerating 
counters  in  which  the  temperature  can  be  regulated  according  to 
the  prescribed  requirements  and  this  appliance  should  find  a  much 
wider  use  and  become  a  common  feature  in  food  premises  as  it  is 
an  admirably  designed  system  to  keep  food  fresh  and  free  from 
bacterial  multiplication. 


HEALTH  CENTRES. 

No  Health  Centres  have  been  built  in  the  Sedgley  Urban 
District  during  the  reporting  year.  At  present  there  are  three 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Urban  District,  at  The  Quadrant, 
Bleakhouse  and  at  the  rear  of  the  Zoar  Chapel  which  are  also 
used  as  Clinics. 

With  regard  to  the  premises  used  as  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
the  Quadrant  Clinic  is  the  only  building  of  reasonably  modern 
construction. 

Lengthy  correspondence  has  been  carried  on  during  the  last 
three  months  of  the  reporting  year  with  the  Area  Flealth  Committee 
and  the  County  Planning  and  Development  Officer  pressing  for  the 
immediate  acquisition  of  a  site  and  provision  of  suitable  premises 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Lower  Gornal  Infant  Welfare  and 
Ante-Natal  Centre.  The  present  premises  are  totally  unsuitable 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended. 

A  successful  outcome  to  the  lengthy  correspondence  is 
anxiously  awaited. 
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POLiOf^YELITIS. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year. 


FOOD  POISOS^i^a. 

No  notification  or  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  was  registered 
in  the  reporting  year. 


OASES  AOr^lITTED  TO  HOSPITAL. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 


Diseases  were  : — 

Moxley  Hospital — 

Scarlet  Fever  with  Rheumatic  Fever  .  .  1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Influenzal  Meningitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Throat  Infection  (Tonsillitis)  .  .  .  .  1 

Influenza  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Hay  ley  Green — 

Lobar  Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Pneumonia  . ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


SWABS  AND  SPECIMENS  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 


Laboratory  ; — 

Laryngeal  Swabs  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Faeces  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  3 

Sputa  Swabs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  75 

Cultures  for  Myco-Tuberculosis  . .  . .  79 


PROPAGANDA  DIPHTHERIA  iSVlIVlUNESATION. 

We  have  continued  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity 
given  by  the  Central  Council  of  Information  to  place  advertisements 
in  the  local  Press  in  order  to  stimulate  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 
Three  advertisements  will  therefore  appear  in  the  Express  &  Star 
on  14th  January,  11th  February  and  11th  March,  1958. 
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SEOaLEV  [VIOeiyARY. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956  the  unsatisfactory 
Post  Mortem  facilities  in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  were  men¬ 
tioned.  Since  then  the  Finance  Committee  have  made  provision 
for  a  new  Mortuary  in  their  estimates  for  1957/58. 


OENERAL  HIEASURES. 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  received  by  the 
Health  Department  and  carefully  studied  for  any  features  neces¬ 
sitating  prompt  action  and  location. 

When  desirable  the  schools  are  disinfected  while  terminal 
disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  is  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Tuberculosis,  Cancer  and  other  cases  of  long  standing  disease, 
when  requested. 

Disinfection  is  attained  by  the  use  of  formaldehyde  lamps 
and  disinfection  fluid. 

DiSir^FEGIiOP^  OF  OOOTAl^ir^ATED  OLOTi^if^^ 

Atm  BEDOIM. 

An  arrangemient  exists  with  the  Dudley,  Stourbridge  and 
District  Hospital  Board  for  the  disinfection  of  contaminated 
clothing  and  bedding  if  the  need  should  arise. 

NATIONAL  immAMGE  AGT,  1948,  Section  47. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  one  case  was  removed  under  Section 
47  of  the  above  mentioned  Act. 

CLEARA=^eE  AREAS. 

On  the  9th  May,  1957,  Official  Representation  was  made  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  regard  to  the  Club  Row  Clearance 
Area  of  42  houses  with  121  inhabitants. 

A  public  enquiry  was  held  on  the  Duke  Street  and  Holloway 
Street  Nos.  i  and  2  Clearance  Areas  which  were  represented  on  the 
6th  December,  1955,  and  which  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
on  the  13th  August,  1957. 

Together  with  the  Hermit  Street  Clearance  Area,  and  the 
Kent  Street  Nos.  1  and  2  Clearance  Areas  confirmed  in  previous 
years,  111  properties  with  346  occupants  have  been  taken  under 
Clearance  procedure. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  for  the  year  was  9  pulmonary 
and  1  non-pulmonary  as  against  17  pulmonary  in  1956. 


Age  Periods. 

New 

^ases. 

Deaths. 

Pulm( 

3nary. 

Non- 

pulmonary. 

1 

Respii 

■atory. 

Other. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  2  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  to  4  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  9  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  19  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  24  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  34  years 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  44  years 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  54  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

55  to  64  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

5 

4 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Deaths  are  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  notified  cases  on 
the  register. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REHOUSING. 

I 

I 

The  Council  has  continued  its  vigorous  policy  in  the  rehousing 
of  Tuberculosis  patients  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  one  case 
remained  on  the  waiting  list  with  one  applicant  residing  outside  the 
Urban  District.  In  all  my  previous  reports  I  have  stressed  the 
invaluable  work  the  Housing  Commxittee  is  performing  in  the 
prevention  of  this  disease  and  indeed  the  Urban  District  should 

I  feel  most  indebted  to  a  Committee  who  has  shown  at  all  times 
such  a  generous  attitude  towards  those  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  our  Register  counted  143  cases  of 
pulmonary  and  11  cases  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  172  of  the  above 
mentioned  Act  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

Houses  completed  during  the  period  1st  January  to  the 
31st  Decem.ber,  1957,  were  : — 

Municipal : — 

Gorge  Road  Estate  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Cinder  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  46 

Private  Houses  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  330 

During  the  year  another  12  houses  were  built  in  Gorge  Road, 
completing  the  Gorge  Road  estate  of  148  houses.  The  Stickley 
Lane  No.  2  estate  of  104  houses  was  taken  over  in  1956  whereas 
the  Cinder  Road  Estate  of  46  houses  was  completed  in  the  year 
1957. 

On  Private  Development  the  Netherby  Park  Estate  of  104 
houses  was  commenced  and  finished  in  1957  together  with  Limes 
View  of  20  houses. 
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A  total  of  194  houses  remained  under  construction  at  the  end 
of  the  year  sub-divided  as  follows  : — 


Brownswall  Estate,  Sedgley 
Goldthorn  Park  Estate 
Various  parts  of  the  district 


107 

23 

64 


No  flats  have  been  built  of  the  bed  sitting  room  type  for 
aged  people  during  the  year  but  on  the  whole  so  far  there  has  been 
little  demand  lor  this  type  of  accommodation.  In  Circular  No. 
55/57  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Local 
Authorities  were  requested  to  give  special  thought  to  the  rehousing 
of  old  people  in  order  to  ensure  that  existing  accommodation  is  put 
to  the  best  use.  One  bedroom  dwellings  would  enable  houses 
occupied  by  old  people  to  be  released  for  occupation  by  larger 
families.  In  addition  old  people  affected  by  de-control  under  the 
Rent  Act  might  have  to  find  accommodation  more  suited  to  their 
means  within  the  next  five  years. 

The  economic  policy  of  the  Government  with  grant  withdrawal 
for  general  housing  has  caused  a  slowing  down  in  the  building 
programme  which  in  turn  brings  with  it  the  great  difficulties  of 
reducing  a  housing  application  list  of  approximately  757  applicants 
at  the  end  of  1957. 

General  Practitioners  are  once  more  requested  only  to  bring 
forward  cases  of  absolute  and  immediate  urgency  and  to  state 
clearly  the  circumstances  or  the  degree  of  disability  and  prognosis 
in  their  medical  certificates. 

This  will  greatly  facilitate  the  work  in  the  Health  Department 
of  selecting  the  most  needy  cases.  Ambiguous  certificates  are 
bound  to  receive  only  scant  consideration. 

In  particular,  certificates  supporting  individual  applications 
for  rehousing  from  Clearance  Areas  before  such  areas  are  being 
dealt  with  should  give  urgent  medical  reasons  for  such  rehousing. 
In  my  Annual  Report  for  1956  I  have  pointed  out  that  urgent 
medical  cases  cannot  wait  until  all  Clearance  Areas  have  been 
dealt  with  and  should  therefore  receive  individual  consideration. 

It  would  also  be  helpful  if  housing  repairs  in  the  homes  of 
people  suffering  from  ill  health  could  be  speeded  up  when  requested 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  after  receipt  of  such  complaints 
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CARAVAN  DWELLERS. 

No  further  developments  have  taken  place  v/ith  regard  to 
Caravan  Dwellers  and  in  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956  was 
mentioned  that  a  small  site  had  been  reserved  in  the  County 
Development  Plan  and  on  the  Sedgley  Town  Map  as  a  site  for  a 
small  number  of  Caravans  for  gypsies  or  other  nomads,  on  land 
adjoining  Bagleys  Lane.  Due  to  the  other  Authorities  concerned 
with  this  problem  not  being  agreeable  to  do  anything  in  the  matter 
Sedgley  and  Brierle}^  Hill  are  at  present  unable  to  make  further 
progress. 


Housing  Act,  1949. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Ranis  Act,  1954. 
Improvement  Grants. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 


Number 
of  appli¬ 
cations 
dealt 
with 

Number 
of  appli¬ 
cations 
refused 

Number 
of  appli¬ 
cations 
with¬ 
drawn 

Number 

granted 

Total 

value 

of 

works 

involved 

Total 

value 

of 

grants 

Owner/ 

Occupiers 

Others 

6 

1 

■ — 

4 

1 

488.10.0 

;^744.5.0 

SLUM  CLEARANCE  —  PROGRESS  STATER^ENT.  PART  A  —  ilMDIVIDUAL  ACTION. 
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PART  B  —  CLEARANCE  OR  OTHER  GROUP  ACTION. 
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WATER. 

The  Sedgley  Urban  District,  with  the  exception  of  the  Gold- 
thorn  Park  area,  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company.  The  Goldthorn  Park  area  receives  its  supply  from  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.  C.E., 
and  to  Mr.  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  the  respective 
Engineers  in  Chief  of  the  undermentioned  undertakings,  for  the 
following  information. 

(a)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

(t)  The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  both 
in  quality  and  quantity. 

Sedgley  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  service 
reservoirs  at  Dudley,  the  supply  to  which  can  be  main¬ 
tained  from  four  pumping  stations  in  the  Smestow  Valley 
and  two  pumping  stations  near  Lichfield. 

(m)  The  greater  part  of  the  water  supplied  to  Sedgley  comes 
from  two  of  the  Smestow  Valley  Stations.  Chlorination 
is  practised  at  both  Stations  but  owing  to  practical 
difficulties,  samples  of  the  raw  water  are  not  obtainable. 


During  1957,  102  samples  of  the  chlorinated  water  from 
the  two  supplying  stations  were  all  free  from  coliform 
bacteria.  Samples  of  the  supply  within  the  Authority's 
boundaries  were  obtained  from  : — ■ 

Sedgley  Tank  No.  1. 

Sedgley  Tank  No.  2. 

Sedgley  Reservoir. 

Waterman’s  House,  Sedgley. 


During  1957,  21  samples  were  examined  from  Sedgley 
Tanks,  and  all  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria  except 
one  which  contained  intermediate  bacteria  in  100  ml. 
13  samples  from  Sedgley  Reservoir  and  13  from  the 
Waterman’s  house  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 
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The  average  chemical  results  for  1957  of  the  13  samples 
from  the  Waterman’s  house,  Sedgley,  were  : — 


pH 

7.1 

Alkalinity  (CaC03)  . . 

81 

parts  per  million 

Chlorides  (Cl)  . . 

36.9 

>> 

yy 

99 

Ammonicial  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

99 

yy 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

} } 

y  y 

99 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

2.8 

>> 

y  y 

yy 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

(3  hr.  at  20oC) 

.12 

9  } 

yy 

yy 

Temporary  Hardness. . 

76 

9  } 

y 

y  y 

Permanent  Hardness 

58 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

Total  Hardness 

134 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Iron  (Fe) 

.04 

yy 

y 

yy 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Nil 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Nil 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  &  Pb) 

Nil 

y 

y  y 

yy 

Free  Cl 

Nil 

yy 

yy 

yy 

{Hi)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  the  13 
samples  from  the  Waterman’s  house  being  all  free  from 
any  detectable  quantity  of  lead. 

{iv)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations 
as  a  precautionary  measure. 

In  cases  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of  burst 
or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus  and  staff 
are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains,  etc.,  are  not 
brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and 
pronounced  satisfactory. 

{v)  The  follov/ing  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  houses 
supplied  and  the  approximate  population  : — 


Houses.  Persons 

{a)  Houses  supplied  direct  . .  6,501  24,379 

Houses  supplied  by  outside  taps 
at  31st  December,  1957  ; — 

{h)  with  taps  in  wash  houses  . .  566\  1,696 

(c)  with  taps  in  Yard  . .  27/ 

7,094  26,075 


Note  :  The  population  for  item  {a)  is  calculated  on  a 
basis  of  3.75  persons  per  house. 

(h)  and  (c)  are  calculated  on  a  basis  of  2.86  persons 
per  house. 
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(b)  Wolveriiaiiipt©ii  O^rporatio^  Water  Undertaking. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water 
Undertaking  to  the  Goldthorn  Park  area  is  derived  from  a  number 
of  sources  of  supply  and  the  relative  properties  depend  on  the 
part  of  the  district  and  varying  circumstances. 

(f)  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality. 

(ii)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Bacteriological 
examination  of  water  going  into  distribution. 


Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes  per  100  ml. 

Number  of 

0 

1—2 

3—10 

Over  10 

samples  taken. 

894 

876 

1] 

5 

2 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken 

98.0 

1.2 

0.6 

0.2 

(Hi)  The  water  supplied  is  not  hable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

(iv)  There  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  water 
supply  after  leaving  the  works. 

(v)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Goldthorn  Park 
Area  supplied  direct  is  920  and  the  population  thereof 
estimated  at  3,220.  None  are  supplied  by  stand  pipe. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  W.  M.  Jones,  B.Sc.  (Eng.), 
A.M.I.C.E.,  for  the  following  report  : — 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

During  the  year  Goldthorn  Park  Surface  Water  Sewerage 
Stage  III  was  carried  out  and  this  completed  the  surface  water 
drainage  of  the  area. 
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No  new  foul  sewerage  was  carried  out  during  the  period, 
apart  from  that  on  Municipal  and  private  housing  estates. 

The  foul  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Cotwallend  Road — Catholic 
Lane  area  will  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  early  in  1958. 

With  regard  to  Sewage  Disposal  at  Lower  Gornal  Disposal 
Works,  the  design  of  the  first  stage  to  deal  with  approximately 
900,000  gallons  per  day  was  completed  during  the  year.  Tenders 
for  the  preliminary  work  on  the  construction  of  sludge  drying  beds 
and  pumping  plant  will  be  invited  early  in  1958  and  the  rest  of  the 
work  in  Stage  I  should  be  under  construction  in  the  early  Summer 
of  1958. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  put  in  hand  a  similar  scheme  at 
the  Gospel  End  Sewage  Disposal  Works  which  as  a  result  of 
extensive  residential  development  in  the  catchment  area  is  seriously 
overloaded  and  giving  an  effluent  which  is  not  always  up  to 
standard. 

Public  Ocnveniences. 

During  the  year,  some  damage  was  caused  to  Public  Con¬ 
veniences  in  all  parts  of  the  District  and  complaints  of  nuisance 
were  received,  particularly  at  Goldthorn  Park.  For  a  trial  period, 
the  conveniences  here  are  being  locked  at  dusk  and  so  far  the 
result  has  been  satisfactory  in  obviating  the  nuisance  and  damage. 


j^UPliCiPAL  CEMETERY  AND  CREMATORiOiVi. 

Interments  during  the  year  have  been  very  few  probably  due 
to  space  still  being  available  in  Church  and  Chapel  Graveyards 
and  possibly  to  an  increase  in  the  popularity  of  cremation. 

The  access  road  and  site  grading  work  was  completed  on  the 
site  for  the  Crematorium  and  tenders  were  obtained  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  crematorium  building.  The  approval  of  the 
Ministry  is  awaited  for  the  acceptance  of  the  lowest  tender,  and 
work  may  commence  in  the  Spring  of  1958. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried 
out  in  an  efficient  manner. 
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SUr^lfVlARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH 
OEFARTfi/lEfyT  001181^0  THE  YEAR  1957. 


is^spedions* 


Ashbins 
Bakehouses 
Canteens  and  Cafes 
Caravan  Sites 
Chemical  Closets 
Council  house  inspections 
Demolition  and  Closing  Order 
Dirty  houses  . . 

Drainage 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Factories 
Food  premxises 
General  nuisances  •  . . 

Housing  Act 
Ice-cream 

Improvement  grants 
Infectious  disease 
Insect  control 
Interviews 

Letting  of  Council  houses 


Licensed  premises 
Lower  Gornal  redevelopment 
Meat  shops 
Miscellaneous  .  . 

Public  Cleansing 
Public  Health  Act 
Rats  and  mice  destruction  . 
Rent  act 

Sedgley  redevelopment 
Sheds 

Slaughterhouses 

Smoke  abatement 

Tents  and  Vans 

LTpper  Gornal  redevelopment 


74 

20 

29 

8 

31 

12 

47 

2 

50 
37 
86 

236 

3 

19 

8 

40 

2 

7 

153 

348 

23 

281 

19 

51 
69 
37 
27 
51 

190 

2 

899 

92 

7 

229 
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Notices  Served. 


Number  of  Number  of 

AcL 

Informal 

Statutory 

Notices. 

Notices. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — 

Section  39  (Drainage) 

10 

1 

,,  45  (Defective  Closets) 

17 

— 

,,  58  (Dangerous  Buildings)  . , 

— 

2 

,,  75  (Dustbins) 

45 

28 

,,  93  (Nuisances) 

27 

4 

Housing  Act,  1957 — 

Section  9  (Repairs) 

— 

— 

,,  16  (Time  and  Place) 

— 

6 

,,  17  (1)  (Closing  Orders) 

— 

4 

(3)  (idem) 

— 

— 

,,  18  (Closure-Part  of  Buildings) 

— 

■ — 

,,  26  (Substitute  for  demolition 

Orders) 

— 

— 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Sec.  138)  and 
Water  Act,  1945  (Section  30) — 

(Provision  of  water  to  dwelling 

houses)  . .  . .  . .  .  •  — 

Factories  Act,  1937 — 

Section  7  (Sanitary  accommodation)  12 

Notices  served  under  other  sections  of  the 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . .  61 

Notices  served  under  the  Food  Hygiene 

Regulations,  1955  . .  . .  . .  45 

Notices  served  under  the  Slaughterhouses 

and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  . .  — 

Notices  served  under  other  statutes  . .  — 
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As  a  result  of  both  formal  and  informal  notices  the  following 
works  were  carried  out  : — 

Dwetliilg  i^oyses. 


Ashbins  provided  . .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  . .  57 

Burst  pipes  repaired  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Chimneys  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Dirty  premdses  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Doors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Drainage  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Drainage  cleared  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Firegrates  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Fowl  pens  tidied  or  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

House  roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  9 

Houses  demolished  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Out-house  roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Plasterwork  repaired  . .  .  .  . .  . .  13 

Paintwork  renewed  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Re-decorating  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Sink  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Spouting  repaired  or  provided  . .  . .  . .  4 

Stairs  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Walls  pointed  or  rebuilt  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  8 

Washing  boilers  repaired  or  renewed  . .  .  .  2 

Water  supply  re-introduced  .  .  . .  . .  5 

W.C’s  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1 

W.C’s  repaired  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

W.Cs  provided  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Windows  repaired  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Windows  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


F©ofi  Premises. 

Electric  light  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  complied  with  .  .  52 

Washing  facilities  provided  in  shops  . .  .  .  15 

Walls  limewashed  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  3 


Proceedings. 

No  Court  Proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  reporting 
year. 
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Demolition  and  Closing  Orders. 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number 

of 

houses. 

Number 
of  persons 
displaced 

1.  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure  under 
Section  16 

20 

71 

2.  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  the  owners 
under  Section  16  and  stiU  in  force 

6 

18 

3.  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  18  . .  .... 

— 

— 

4.  Closing  Orders  under  Section  17  (1) 

included 

in  No.  2 

5.  Closing  Orders  under  Section  17  (3) 

— 

— 

6.  Demolition  Orders  determined  and 
Closing  Orders  substituted  under 
Section  26 

— 

— 

Informal  Action. 


Number 

of 

houses. 


1.  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered 
fit  during  the  period  as  a  result  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  . . 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

2.  Public  Health  Acts — 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

[a)  by  owners 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

3.  Llousing  Act,  1957 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  (Sections  9,  10,  12  and  16) 

(a)  by  owners 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  . . 
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Sliops  Act,  1912 — 1950. 

All  shops  were  visited  and  all  relevant  provisions  of  the 
Act  were  adhered  to.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 
various  shops  and  businesses  situated  in  the  Urban  District : — 


Chemists  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Stationers  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Drapers  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  22 

Radio  and  Electrical  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  10 

Butchers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  20 

Greengrocers  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  23 

General  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  72 

Newsagents  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 
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Hairdressers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  13 

Grocers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  21 

Post  Offices  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Hardware  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  9 

Second  Hand  Furniture  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ladies’  and  Men’s  Outhtters  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Confectioners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Dry  Cleaners  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Boot  and  Shoe  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

Paint  Stores  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Tobacconist  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Snack  Bar  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Furniture  Dealers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Cycle  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Gas  Showroom  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Electrical  Showroom  . ,  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Vvffitch  Makers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Boot  and.  Shoe  Repairer  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  4 

Wines  and  Spirits  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Corn  and  Seed  Merchants  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  2 

Printers  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Cafes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  Licensed  Premises  . .  . .  .  .  62 


Pet  Animals  Aet,  1951- 

No  applications  have  been  received  under  the  above  mentioned 

Act. 


FOOD  PREf^llSiS  A!^D  HYOIEP^E- 

Mr.  Anderson,  who  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  Food  Inspec¬ 
tion  in  the  District  gave  me  the  following  information  : — 

Now  the  first  shock  of  the  regulations  have  been  felt  and 
eventually  accepted  by  shop  owners  the  work  has  gone  a  little 
smoother. 

Generally  satisfaction  can  be  felt  on  the  conditions  now 
prevailing  in  our  shops  in  the  Urban  District.  Of  course  it  is 
not  our  wish  to  give  the  impression  that  we  are  entirely  satisfied 
with  every  detail  in  each  shop  as  laid  down  by  statute.  There  are 
problem  matters  in  some  businesses  but  extra  vigilance  is  main¬ 
tained  wherever  necessary  with  innumerable  inspections  at  differing 
times  and  will  be  kept  up  while  these  conditions  exist. 
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One  of  the  many  problems  which  presents  itself  under  these 
regulations  is  that  of  the  aged  couple  in  a  house  and  shop  selling 
mostty  simple  wrapped  commodities  but  as  dc»es  sometimes  happen, 
a  very  small  quantity  of  unwrapped  food  stuff.  In  these  cases  to 
fulfill  every  detail  of  the  regulations  according  to  law  would  mean 
hardship  and  perhaps  closing  down.  These  are  cases  where  I  feel 
officials  on  behalf  of  their  Authority  while  taking  into  account  the 
responsibility  to  the  public  as  a  whole,  mnast  weigh  up  all  the  facts 
and  conditions  found  and  perhaps  in  the  circumstances  stretch  a 
point  for  a  while,  but  ever  keeping  a  watchful  and  constant  super¬ 
vision. 

Another  problem  in  a  district  such  as  ours  with  its  ever 
familiar  adjoining  houses  and  living  quarters,  is  the  distance  of  the 
washing  facilities  from  the  shop.  Again  in  this  type  of  premise 
the  question  is  of  food  storage  space  and  where. 

Careful  watch  is  forever  maintained,  new  ideas  put  into 
practice  with  every  endeavour  being  made  to  progress  forward  to 
all  round  ideal  conditions  in  the  food  premises  of  this  Authority. 

At  the  Congress  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  at  Eastbourne 
one  of  the  papers  advocated  specific  regulations  for  specific  trades 
as  there  was  so  much  variety  in  trades.  The  difficulties  in  the 
application  of  general  regulations  to  all  trades  have  been  outlined 
in  Mr.  Anderson’s  findings.  We  are  still  waiting  in  vain  for  the 
Codes  of  Practice  announced  at  the  Congress  of  the  Royal  Society 
held  in  Folkestone  in  April,  1957,  and  it  would  be  timely  that  such 
Codes  were  introduced  to  facilitate  the  inspection  and  judgment 
of  Public  Health  Inspectors  when  dealing  with  a  great  variety  of 
trades.  The  problem  of  Mobile  Food  Vendors  and  Mobile  Snack 
Bars  has  so  far  not  received  enough  consideration  in  Food  Hygiene 
legislation  and  the  danger  of  food  poisoning  from  such  sources 
can  certainly  not  be  under-estimated. 

The  following  premises  are  situated  in  the  Urban  District  : — 


Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Food  Preparing  Premises  (Meat)  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Cafes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  2 

Licensed  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Butchers’  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Greengrocers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

General  Dealers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

Grocers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  21 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  H 

Confectioners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  5 

Wholesale  Merchants .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  1 

Canteens  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  .  .  .  .  g 

School  Kitchens  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  (] 


37 


Six  premises  have  been  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  manufacture  of  meat  products. 
In  total  39  inspections  were  made  to  registered  Food  Premises 
during  the  year,  236  inspections  to  all  Food  Premises  whereas 
45  notices  were  served  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

No  educational  activities  are  in  progress  or  have  been  started 
in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  except  education  by  personal  contact. 

Small  pieces  of  condemned  food  are  stained  and  removed  from 
the  slaughterhouses  with  other  waste  products.  Large  pieces  are 
removed  by  Messrs.  Ridge  &  Sons,  Dudley. 

Special  examination  of  a  stock  of  a  consignment  of  food  has 
not  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

No  Dairies  or  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  have  been  established 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected 
was  as  follows  : — 


Cattle 

Pigs 

Sheep  . . 
Calves 


1,042 

4,318 

7,840 

18 
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Vv'ith  regard  to  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  consumption  the 
following  gives  the  general  position. 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1  Number  killed  .  . 

1,042 

38 

18 

7,840 

4,318 

1  Number  inspected 

1,042 

38 

18 

7,840 

4,318 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

239 

8 

— 

599 

194 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

23.0 

21.0 

7.6 

4.6 

1  Tuberculosis 

1  Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

- — 

— 

- — ■ 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

15 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

100 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber- 
1  culosis 

1.4 

— 

2.3 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  3  tons  4  cwts  2  qrs.  22^  lbs. 


Siaisgliter  ©f  Animals  Astj  1933= 

There  are  5  vSlaughter-houses  in  the  area.  13  full  and  5 
provisional  licences  were  issued  to  slaughter-men  during  the  year 
authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  Act  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  regarding  the  humane  slaughter  of  animals 
were  carried  out. 

The  captive  bolt  pistol  is  used  at  three  of  the  Sedgley  slaughter¬ 
houses  for  ail  animals.  One  other  slaughter-house  uses  it  for  cattle 
only  and  the  electro-lethaler  is  used  for  sheep  and  pigs.  The 
other  slaughter-house,  killing  pigs  only,  uses  the  electro-lethaler. 
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Close  supervision  is  kept  on  humane  killing  and  Mr.  Anderson 
is  pleased  to  report  that  every  care  has  been  shown  by  slaughter- 
men  in  the  district  in  this  respect  and  who  have  always  willingly 
co-operated  in  carrying  out  their  duties  with  as  little  distress  to  the 
animals  as  possible. 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Orygs. 

Samples  of  food  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
within  this  district  during  the  year  are  detailed  below.  As  this 
district  is  not  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  sampling  is  carried 
out  by  the  County  Council. 

Details  of  samples  of  Milk  and  General  Foods  taken  during 
1957. 


Article  of  Food. 

Number  of 
samples. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Milk  .  . 

63 

6] 

2 

General  Foods 

55 

54 

1 

. 

i 

Details  are  set  out  as  follows  : — 


Milk  Pasteurised 
Milk  Sterilised 

Milk  T.T . 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised 
Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised 
Channel  Island 


Number  of  samples  genuine 
Number  of  samples  adulterated 

General  Foods. 

Number  of  samples  taken .  . 
Number  of  samples  genuine 
Number  of  samples  adulterated 


17 

19 

4 


6 

63 

61 

2 


55 

54 

1 
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Particulars  of  adulterated  samples  : — 

45  c/u — Pasteurised  Milk — Trace  of  added  water — cautioned. 

46  c/u — Pasteurised  Milk — Trace  of  added  water — cautioned. 

41  c/c — Full  cream  processed  cheese— Informal — Contains  54.1% 
moisture  and  21.2%  of  fat  and  should  be  sold  as  ‘‘  Cheese 
Spread  and  not  as  Processed  Cheese.'’ 

Taken  up  with  Importers  who  have  contacted  their  Dutch 
suppliers.  Reply  awaited. 


Oiassili€ati©ii  @f  Seiierai 

Puff  pastry. 

Dried  pears. 

Macaroni. 

Lemon  juice  (2  samples). 

Rum  butter. 

Whole  protein  food. 

Pure  Wheat  embrys. 

Glucose  tablets. 

Iodised  throat  tablets. 

Quinine  tonic  water. 

Licorice  and  menthol  tablets. 
Welsh  rarebit. 

White  pepper. 

Pineapple  cubes  in  syrup. 
Margarine. 

Malt  vinegar. 

Vanilla  Ice  Cream  (2  samples). 
Frozen  Orange  drink. 

Clierry  lips. 

Sherbet  lollies. 

Instant  hot  cereal. 

Roasted  nut  rings. 

Pineapple  cubes. 

Orange  drink. 

Liquer  bottles. 

Pork  luncheon  meat. 


Pork  sausage  con.  pres. 
Sausage. 

Oatmeal. 

Fairy  cake  mixture. 

Swiss  roil. 

Orangeade. 

Pear  halves  in  syrup. 

Sponge  mix. 

Butter. 

Herbal  tablets. 

Apricot  halves  in  syrup. 

Puff  pastry  mix. 

Edible  olive  oil. 

Cream  (2  samples). 

Double  cream. 

White  pepper. 

Danish  butter. 

Egg  ver micelle. 

Sponge  mJx. 

Gravy  powder. 

Cough  mixture. 

Full  cream  processed  cheese. 
Lamb  tongues. 

Ham  in  slices. 

Liquer  flavoured  chocolates 
Flake  Farinoca. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  fVlilk. 

In  addition  49  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination. 


Designation 

Number 

of 

samples 

submitted 

Phenol- 

phthalein 

Pass  Fail 

Phos¬ 

phatase 

Pass  Fail 

Turbidity 

Pass  Fail 

Methylene 

Blue 

Pass  Fail 

Tuberculin 

Tested  .  . 

7 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

7 

— 

T.T.  (Past.) 

16 

—  — 

16  — 

— 

— 

15 

1 

Pasteurised 

14 

—  — 

13  1 

— 

— 

13 

1 

Sterilised  .  . 

12 

—  — 

—  — 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Undesignated 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Biological  Tests  for  Iiibercylosis  in  Samples  of 


Designation. 

Number. 

Negative. 

Positive.  I 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(F.B.) 

2 

2 

iC3"0ream. 


We  give  below  the  number  of  samples  taken  by  the  Sedgley 
Health  Department  during  the  year. 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


9 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Ice  Lefties. 

Bacteriological  reports  on  Ice  Lollies  gave  the  following 
results  : — 


Colony  Counts 

Coliform  C 

ontent 

0—50 
per  cc 

50—100 
per  cc 

100—1,000 
per  cc 

Over  1,000 
per  cc 

Absent 

in 

0.3  cc 

Present 

in 

0.3  cc 

7 

— 

7 

— ' 

inspection  ©f  etiier  Foods. 

Poultry  was  inspected  during  the  months  of  November  and 
December  classified  as  follows  : — 


Fowl  ...  ..  ..  ..  2,198 

Turkeys  . .  . .  .  .  1,930 

Ducks  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  260 

Pheasant  . .  . .  . .  80 

Geese  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 


Condemned — 21  Fowl,  14  Turkeys  and  12  Ducks. 

In  addition  a  table  is  given  of  food  condemned  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  the  year  1957. 


Tins  of  Tomatoes  . .  . .  88 

Tins  of  Milk  . .  . .  .  .  40 

Tins  of  Fruit  . .  . .  . .  29 

Tins  of  Meat  . .  . .  . .  33 

Tins  of  Peas  . .  .  .  . .  17 

Tins  of  Soup  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Tins  of  Baked  Beans  . .  . .  10 

Tins  of  Fish  . .  . .  . .  2 

Tins  of  Milk  Pudding  .  .  .  .  2 

Tins  of  Milo  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Tins  of  Cat  Food  .  .  .  .  9 

Tins  of  Dog  Food  . .  . .  1 

Jars  of  Fish  Paste  . .  . .  3 

Cooked  Hams  . .  . .  . .  7  lbs. 

Cheese  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  6  lbs. 

Berg  Filletts  .  IJ  stone 

Kippers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1  box 
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Mlk  Licences. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  as  tabulated  below  : — 

Pasteurised  .  .  Dealers  .  .  3  Supplementary  . .  9 

Sterilised  .  .  ,,  .  .  39  ,,  . .  11 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  2  „  . .  9 


44 

FACTORJES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
Part  1  of  the  Act. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  heaith  (including  Inspections 


made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


PREMISES. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  . . . 

7 

7 

9 

Nil 

(u)  Factories  not  included  in  (f)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

69 

79 

3 

Nil 

{in)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
out -workers’  Premises 

19 

. 

Nil 

Total . 

95 

86 

3 

NH 

PARTICULARS. 

No.  of  Ca 

ises  in  whici 

Defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness . 

— 

1 

- - - 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

{a)  Insufficient  ...  ...  . 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

{h)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

9 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

11 

— 

4 

— 

Section  110 

Number  of 

Out -Workers 

Number  of 
cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

Number  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure  to 
supply  lists 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making,  etc.) 

8 

— 

— 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made  wholly  or  partially  of 
paper 

2 

Total . 

10 

— 

— 
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Clean  Air  and  Smoke  Abatement. 

It  is  needless  to  emphasise  the  importance  of  the  steps  taken 
by  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  with  regard  to  safeguarding  the 
Public  Health  in  declaring  Smoke  Control  Areas.  Although 
recently  a  great  deal  of  propaganda  has  been  made  with  regard 
to  the  danger  of  cigarette  and  tobacco  smoking,  an  equally  vigorous 
propaganda  should  have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  dangers 
of  atmospheric  pollution.  It  has  been  found  that  Cancer  of  the 
lung  is  more  common  in  towns  than  in  the  countr}/  in  both  smokers 
and  non-smokers.  Non-smokers  in  Liverpool  have  shown  eight 
times  the  incidence  compared  with  non-smokers  in  the  country. 
In  London  ‘‘  all  cases  ”  show  twice  that  incidence.  The  causative 
factor  is  thought  to  be  Benzpyrene  which  is  present  in  the  atmos¬ 
phere  of  towns.  In  tov/ns  individuals  breathe  about  150-200 
microgrammes  per  annum  which  is  equivalent  to  the  quantity 
inhaled  by  smoking  40  cigarettes  per  day.  The  action  of  benz¬ 
pyrene  inhaled  from  the  atmosphere  and  inhaled  from  burning 
tobacco  seems  to  account  for  the  fact  that  lung  cancer  is  not  more 
prevalent  in  heavily  polluted  areas.  Apart  from  Benzpyrene, 
arsenicals,  chromium,  nickel  compounds,  asbestos,  isopropyl  oil 
and  tars  are  carcogenic  and  are  evolved  from  industrial  processes. 
These  industrial  carcinogens  may  well  be  the  cause  of  the  higher 
incidence  of  lung  cancer  in  men  than  in  women.  Fum.es  from 
matches,  petrol  exhausts,  diesel  fumes,  petrol  lighters,  burnt 
materials  and  dietetic  dehciencies  present  further  remote  possi¬ 
bilities  of  carcinogenic  action.  The  Clean  Air  Act  therefore 
deserves  the  serious  and  early  consideration  of  Local  Authorities 
when  atmospheric  pollution  is  heavy. 


During  the  reporting  year  the  Health  Department  has  been 
working  on  detailed  inspections  of  the  houses  situated  in  Smoke 
Control  Area  No.  1,  after  the  Ministry  approved  this  Area  in 
principle.  This  area  comprising  485  dwellings  embraces  the 
Monument  Lane  and  Gorge  Road  estates  north  of  Bilston  Street 
together  with  QueerCs  Road,  Claremont  Road  and  properties  on 
the  south  side  of  this  road. 


No  attempts  have  so  far  been  made  to  enforce  the  use  of 
smokeless  fuels  in  Council  Houses  before  inclusion  in  Smoke 
Control  Areas. 


Gas  coke  has  been  supplied  without  difficulty  but  other 
smokeless  fuels  have  not  followed  this  trend. 
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Excessive  smoke  has  been  emitted  during  the  year  from  : — 

Burton  Road  Hospital. 

Baggeridge  Colliery. 

W.  H.  Marsh  &  Son,  Dudley  Street. 

Britannia  Inn,  Kent  Street. 


Informal  action  has  been  taken  in  these  cases.  On  the  23rd 
May  the  Area  Chief  Mechanical  Engineer  and  the  Local  Engineer 
of  the  National  Coal  Board  were  interviewed  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  with  regard 
to  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  emvission  of  offensive  smoke. 
In  addition  the  Secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board  was  approached  to  prevent  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke 
from  Burton  Road  Hospital.  The  Board  proposed  to  make 
provision  in  their  1958/59  capital  budget  for  boiler  and  other 
imiprovements  with  a  view  to  ensuring  smokeless  combustion. 
Baggeridge  Colliery  hoped  that  the  first  stages  of  electrihcation 
of  the  pit  winding  gear  would  take  place  in  August,  1958. 


ColSecti^n  and  Disposal. 


In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1957  tipping  took  place  at  the 
Humphrey  Street  site.  In  the  Spring  tipping  was  commenced  at  the 
Holloway  Street  site  where  tipping  was  continued  during  the  year. 
So  far  no  further  sites  have  been  settled  for  future  tipping. 


No  complaints  regarding  tipping  sites  were  received  during 
1he  year. 


Refuse  in  the  Urban  District  is  collected  once  a  week  and 
the  rate  has  been  continued  during  the  year.  As  in  the  previous 
year  there  has  been  no  reduction  in  the  number  of  men  employed 
in  refuse  collection.  Chemical  closets  are  emptied  once  or  twice 
weekly  according  to  the  size  of  the  family  and  the  position  of  the 
house.  In  the  year  1957  a  further  15  chemical  closets  have  been 
converted  leaving  a  total  of  83  unconverted  closets.  The  Health 
Committee  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  speedy  conversion  of 
chemical  closets  which  would  result  in  a  great  sanitary  improvement 
of  the  District.  The  two  men  who  have  been  employed  by  the 
LTban  District  for  many  years  have  continued  in  their  work  of 
emptying  chemical  closets. 
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Insect  Pests. 

Routine  treatments  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
at  controlled  tipping  sites  to  prevent  infestations  of  crickets. 
One  house  was  disinfested  of  bugs  but  no  heavy  infestations 
occurred  at  slaughterhouses. 

Rodent  Control. 

No  major  infestations  of  rats  or  mice  were  found  during  the 
reporting  year.  Due  to  the  illness  and  death  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the 
Rodent  Operative,  no  sewer  treatments  could  be  carried  out.  For 
general  purposes  Warfarin  has  been  supplied  whereas  for  Sewer 
treatment  alternative  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenious  Oxide  are 
used.  During  the  year  77  treatments  were  undertaken  at  private 
houses.  One  firm  and  the  various  Sewage  Works  in  the  district 
were  also  visited,  and  treatments  undertaken. 
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